
three primaries
Hughes
Notes and colours are thus condensed into a pair springing from the fountain, and mingling with each other in an
endless variety. Although yellow as a colour is explained away as white, it is, nevertheless, the colour yellow in
endless tints and shades throughout nature, and proves to us that the three great apparent primaries
correspond to the tonic chord of the scale of C—i.e., C, E, G = red, yellow, blue; or more correctly, C and G
correspond to red and blue with the central fountain of E, white and black mingled, from which all tones and
colours arise. [Harmonies of Tones and Colours, On Colours as Developed by the same Laws as Musical
Harmonies3, page 20]
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