
photocell
noun: a transducer used to detect and measure light and other radiations

A protocell (or protobiont) is a self-organized, endogenously ordered, spherical collection of lipids proposed as a
stepping-stone toward the origin of life. A central question in evolution is how simple protocells first arose and
how they could differ in reproductive output, thus enabling the accumulation of novel biological emergences
over time, i.e. biological evolution. Although a functional protocell has not yet been achieved in a laboratory
setting, the goal to understand the process appears well within reach. [wikipedia]

Photodetectors, also called photosensors, are sensors of light or other electromagnetic radiation. There is a wide
variety of photodetectors which may be classified by mechanism of detection, such as photoelectric or
photochemical effects, or by various performance metrics, such as spectral response. Semiconductor-based
photodetectors typically photo detector have a p–n junction that converts light photons into current. The
absorbed photons make electron–hole pairs in the depletion region. Photodiodes and photo transistors are a few
examples of photo detectors. Solar cells convert some of the light energy absorbed into electrical energy.
[wikipedia]
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