
Hipparchus
Hipparchus was the greatest astronomer of antiquity. He was the first to compile a catalog of stars, the first to
devise a cooordinate system for the sky, the first to use an armillary astrolabe to measure celestial positions,
and perhaps the first to discover a long-term wobble in Earth's axis that we now call precession of the equinoxes.

Hipparchus also developed theories for the motions of the Sun and Moon, and measured the eccentricity of the
earth's obit (fairly accurately, too!)

The Hipparchan model for orbits was based on an eccentric circle, with the planet (Sun or Moon) moving along
the orbit in uniform circular motion, and the earth offset from the center of the circle.
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