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Edmund Taylor Whittaker FRS FRSE (24 October 1873 - 24 March 1956) was an English mathematician who
contributed widely to applied mathematics, mathematical physics and the theory of special functions. He had a
particular interest in numerical analysis, but also worked on celestial mechanics and the history of physics. Near
the end of his career he received the Copley Medal, the most prestigious honorary award in British science.
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In 1910, Whittaker wrote "A History of the Theories of Aether and Electricity ", which gave a very detailed
account of the aether theories from Rene Descartes to Hendrik Lorentz and Albert Einstein, including the
contributions of Hermann Minkowski, and which made Whittaker a respected historian of science.

On the Partial Differential Equations of Mathematical Physics Paper on Scalar Potential -
https://www.physicsforums.com/threads/whittaker-1904-paper-on-scalar-potential-functions.567056/ 

WHITTAKER paper - ON AN EXPRESSION OF THE ELECTROMAGNETIC FIELD DUE TO ELECTRONS BY MEANS OF
TWO SCALAR POTENTIAL FUNCTIONS [3/23/25]:
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