
Copernicus
Nicolaus Copernicus (/ko??p??rn?k?s, k?-/; Polish: Miko?aj Kopernik; German: Nikolaus Kopernikus; Niklas
Koppernigk; 19 February 1473 – 24 May 1543) was a Renaissance- and Reformation-era mathematician and
astronomer who formulated a model of the universe that placed the Sun rather than the Earth at the center of
the universe, likely independently of Aristarchus of Samos, who had formulated such a model some eighteen
centuries earlier.

The publication of Copernicus' model in his book De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On the Revolutions of the
Celestial Spheres), just before his death in 1543, was a major event in the history of science, triggering the
Copernican Revolution and making an important contribution to the Scientific Revolution.

Copernicus was born and died in Royal Prussia, a region that had been part of the Kingdom of Poland since
1466. A polyglot and polymath, he obtained a doctorate in canon law and was also a mathematician,
astronomer, physician, classics scholar, translator, governor, diplomat, and economist. In 1517 he derived a
quantity theory of money – a key concept in economics – and in 1519 he formulated an economics principle that
later came to be called Gresham's law. Wikipedia, Nicolaus Copernicus 

Centuries before Copernicus, Greek astronomer Aristarchus of Samos proposed a bold idea: the Earth orbits the
Sun. In a world where geocentrism reigned, his heliocentric model was revolutionary—and largely ignored. Yet
his vision planted one of history’s earliest seeds of cosmic truth.
In the quiet halls of ancient Greece, long before telescopes or gravity, a lone voice dared to speak against the
stars.
Aristarchus of Samos, a mathematician and astronomer in the 3rd century BCE, looked to the heavens and saw
something few others had: movement not around the Earth—but around the Sun.
While his peers clung to the belief that Earth was the unmoving center of the cosmos, Aristarchus imagined a
universe where Earth spun on its axis and circled a blazing sun. He observed lunar eclipses and the phases of
the moon, using geometry to estimate the sizes and distances of celestial bodies. The data pointed in one
direction: we were not the center.
It was a theory so radical that even other great thinkers, like Archimedes, noted it with wonder—but the world
wasn’t ready.
His idea faded into obscurity, overshadowed by Ptolemy’s comforting geocentric model. For nearly 1,800 years,
Aristarchus’s Sun remained hidden behind the clouds of tradition.
But truth has a long memory.
When Copernicus unveiled his heliocentric theory in the 16th century, Aristarchus’s ancient whisper echoed
through time. Though long forgotten, he had lit the match that would one day ignite a scientific revolution.
Aristarchus did not live to see his vision change the world. But in daring to question the obvious, he showed that
even in the depths of history, one mind can reach beyond the stars.
He was the first to say, "The Earth moves"—and though the world silenced him, the heavens never did.
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